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INTERIM 

AIR-RIAL  _ REPORT 
on  the 

Health  of  the 
RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT 
of  the 

ISLE  OF  WIGHT 

W.  S.  WALLACE 3 M.C,,  M*B.?  Ch.B.,  D»P. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


County  Hall, 


NEWPORT,  Isle  of  Wight 
June,  1944. 


To  the  Members  of  the  Isle  of  Wight 
Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual 
report  on  the  health  of  the  District  for  the  year  1943 


There  was  a slight  increase  in  the 
birth  rate,  an  increase  of  1.4  per  1000  in  the  death 
rate,  an  exceptionally  low  infantile  mortality  rate 
(12.1  as  against  43-1  for  1942),  a decrease  of  six  in 
the  number  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  an  epidem- 
ic of  influenza  with  only  five  deaths  attributable  to 
that  disease. 


There  is  nothing  in  these  facts  which 
would  suggest  any  deterioration  in  the  health  of  the 
District  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  War  J 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


W.  S.  WALLACE. 

Med i or 1 1 Off  i c-  ■ v of  Ilea  1th. 
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Section  "A” 


GENERAL  STATISTICS . 


Area  (in  acres)  ••• 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1943) 
Rateable  Value  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 


57,463 
5,536 
£1 09,953 
£436  14s,  3d. 


EXTRACTS  PROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OP  THE  YEAR. 


Live  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population  ... 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  total  (live  and 
still  births  


Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  resi- 
dent population  

Death  Rate  from  Puerperal  Causes  per  1 ,000 
(live  and  still)  births  

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:- 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ... 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate 

live  births  

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitim- 
ate live  births  ...  


Deaths  from  'measles  (all  ages)  

" " Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 
H Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 
" " Cancer  (all  ages)  


17.4 


23.6 


16.0 


7.9 


1 2.1 

8.8 

45.5 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

25 
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Section  ,,B” 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES 
POR  THE  AREA . 


(i)  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority:- 

Medical  Officer  of  Health:  W.S. WALLACE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  , D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspectors:  H.B.  CULLIN,  A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A., 

+ F.W.  BUXTON,  A.M.I.M.C.E. , M.R.S.I 
C.V.  SMITH,  Cert.R. S,I . , M,S.I.A. 

+During  the  whole  year  Mr,  F,W. Buxton  was  incapacitated  owing 
to  illness  and  he  actually  retired  during  the  year. 

Section 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA . 

The  total  number  of  visits  of  inspection  paid  by  the  two 
Inspectors  was  1568. 

Sectiun  nD”. 


HOUSING. 

- 

The  total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  under  the 
Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  was  261  , and  the  number  of 
inspections  and  re-inspections  was  447* 

The  number  of  houses  found  not  in  a reasonable  state  of 
repair  was  122  and  the  number  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  was  96. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  OR  CONDEMNED. 


All  slaughtering  is  now  done  under  Government  contract  in 
the  Boroughs  of  Newport  and  Ryde . 

Six  pigs  were  inspected  after  slaughter  under  permit  for 
private  consumption. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-five  pounds  of  foodstuffs  and  52  tins 
of  milk  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Clean  Milk  Production . 

In  co-operation  with  the  War  Agricultural  Committee  153 
visits  were  made  to  milk  producers  and  as  a result  several  cow- 
stables  were  entirely  modernised  and  nurabrous  other  improvements 
as  to  drainage,  etc.  were  effected. 
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Section  "F". 


NCN-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES . 

The  prevalence  of  non-no t if iahle  Infectious  Diseases  is 
estimated  from  the  weekly  returns  of  the  Head  Teachers  of 
the  Schools.  These  returns  for  the  year  show  that  there 
were  367  cases  of  Mumps,  229  of  Influenza,  6 2 of  Chicken- p6£ 
5 of  Scabies,  4 of  Impetigo  and  two  of  Ringworm. 

Although  the  number  of  notifications  of  infectious 
diseases  continued  small  there  was  an  increase  in' .the  number 
of  cases  of  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever  and  pneumonia,  but 
Diphtheria  was  again  absent  from  the  District. 

The  percentage  of  school  children  immunised  against 
Diphtheria  is  now  81  and  of  children  under  school  age  48.9. 
As  children  under  one  year  are  not  immunised,  nearly  7t%  of 
the  children  under  school  age  whp  are  due  for  immunisation 
have  been  done. 


NCTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR . 


— 

Disease 

— SVEKr 

cases 
notifi ed . 

| Cases 

admitted 
! to  Hospital 

j Total 

Deaths. 

> . . 

Measles 

1 6 

T * 

1 

! 

} 

J 

i Scarlet  Fever 

12 

; 6 

\ _ 
i 

j Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

; 

1 

Paratyphoid) 

- 

i - 

j _ 

j 

Cerebrp  Spinal 

) 

Meningitis 

- 

— 

Erysipelas 

~ 

^Puerperal  Pyrexia 

6 

4 

Pneumonia 

9 

r 

~ 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

'/hooping  Cosrgh 

_ 

— 

— 

CiffgCaEBCBnHffii S3 

t 

| Totals 

43 

11 

nc  « s=J 



4. 


AdTi!  AT  DATE  OP  NOTIFICATION 
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TUBERCULOSIS 
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'included  in  this  total  arc  two  patients 
previously  lost  sight  of  and  returned 
this  year  and  one  transfer  from  the 

mainland. 


X Information  from 

Inward  Transfer. 

+ Information  from  Death 
Return. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM . 


year. 


There  wore  no  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  during  the 


